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Seven years ago, as Newt Gingrich and his gang rushed headlong into

what soon proved to be a hilariously short-lived "revolution," yours truly
Food begged to differ. In this space | argued that "conservatism" in America
Home had evolved from Abraham Lincoln's succinct definition -- "adherence to
Post Magazine the old and tried, against the new and untried" -- into a new radicalism
obsessed with taxes and "big government," a "revolution" characterized by
"avarice, jingoism, intolerance, boosterism, moral relativism, religiosity and
just plain meanness."
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Columnists The "revolution” is ended, but the nastiness lingers. However staunchly
= Jonathan and responsibly the current "conservative" administration may be
vardiey prosecuting the war on terrorism, on the home front it is the same old
GIMICS same old: madly lobbying for an "economic stimulus" bill that is nothing
except a Christmas tree laden with goodies for bloated corporations and
individuals, harassing the innocent in pursuit of the guilty, tabling the civil
liberties of the many to punish the few. It's an ugly sight, and for those of
e Gnline us who fancy ourselves conservatives in the, uh, conservative sense of the
Index term, an embarrassment.
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Yet there is one place in American life where conservatism still means
Health what it is meant to, and it is the unlikeliest place imaginable. In response
to the tidal wave of leftist insanity that has washed over the professoriat
o for the past three decades, a movement is taking shape to defend the
O/l campuses against the many dreadful developments that wave has
Weather brought: the politicization of the arts and humanities, the abandonment of

Home & Garden

Weekly Sections the core curriculum, the suppression of dissent against leftist orthodoxy,
News Digest political correctness in all its insidious and destructive forms.
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Leaning Tower of Ivory (washingtonpost.com)
The report got a lot ot attention when it was released In February 2000,
no doubt because we bubbleheaded journalists cannot resist news bites
such as that one or the many others the report offered. Everyone was duly
scandalized and no one did anything, almost certainly because the primary
aim of undergraduate education is now to rake in tuition and fees, which
means it is to the colleges' advantage to placate and amuse students
rather than challenge them intellectually.

Yet despite this and other daunting obstacles, the movement against
ideology and complacency on campus steadily gains in membership and
momentum. Among the most important organizations fighting the good
fight are the American Academy for Liberal Education, the Association for
Core Texts and Courses, the Historical Society, the Association for Art
History, the Foundation for Academic Standards and Tradition and --
perhaps preeminently -- the National Association of Scholars. All have Web
sites, links to which are provided by ACTA at www.goacta.org. All in their
different ways share ACTA's commitment "to support liberal arts
education, uphold high academic standards, safeguard the free exchange
of ideas on campus, and ensure that the next generation receives a
philosophically-balanced, open-minded, high-quality education at an
affordable price.” Now get this: There are on campus many people, many
in positions of great influence, who are against all that.

Jonathan Yardley's
e-mail address is
yardley@twp.com.
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