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Alumni group pushes right

New association hopes to air conservative voice in guiding
UCLA's direction Email News at
news@
media.ucla.edu for
guestions or
concerns about this
article.

By Charles Proctor

DAILY BRUIN SENIOR STAFF
cproctor@media.ucla.edu

Andrew Jones didn't want to be
part of the official UCLA
Alumni Association. So the
recent UCLA graduate started
his own.

Enter the Bruin Alumni
Association.

The local non-profit
organization, founded and run
by Jones, wants to tackle what
Jones alleges is a strong
liberal bias — he calls it a
"cancer of political radicalism"”
— at UCLA by soliciting donations from alumni, then using the money to campaign
against activist professors, the UCLA Alumni Association and administrators in
Murphy Hall.

JAY TAYLOR/daily bruin senior staff
Andrew Jones, a UCLA alumnus, founded the
conservative Bruin Alumni Association to fight what he
calls a “cancer of political radicalism” among professors
and administrators in Murphy Hall.

Allegations of political bias are nothing new at UCLA, or even in higher education in

————— general. But many prior attempts at addressing it have focused on what can or cannot
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be said in the classroom.

Jones is taking aim at two areas UCLA is considered strongest: outside fundraising
and alumni.

Last year, the university raised $262 million in donations, the most out of any public
university in the nation. In the last week alone, Campaign UCLA, one of the
university's main fundraising arms, collected over $2.3 million in donations.

And the UCLA Alumni Association can tap into a network of over 86,000 members,
with chapters that range as far away as Hong Kong and Thailand.

Jones, meanwhile, estimates he has raised about $1,550 to date, with a mailing
network of about 1,750.

But points of comparison have not cooled his ambition.

"l want this to be as broad a voice as the UCLA Alumni Association, and perhaps
even UCLA itself," said Jones, who graduated from UCLA in 2003 with a degree in
political science and a minor in public policy.

Jones is not alone. In the past 10 years, there has been a growing trend of alumni at
colleges nationwide founding unofficial, unsanctioned alumni groups to try to exert
influence over policy and curriculum changes at their alma maters.
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