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By mid-October, the leaves on campus are turning, homecoming games are being celebrated, and —
at any number of colleges — bigotry in one form or another hurts some students deeply.

The campuses and the incidents vary from year to year, but like clockwork, you can’t reach this point
in the academic year without flare-ups in which students have said or done things that left minority
students (and many others) angry. In recent weeks:

. A group of students at the University of Chicago held a “ghetto” party in which some students
dressed in stereotypical clothing. Photos circulated on the Internet, and the university is now
organizing a town hall meeting and other discussions about racial insensitivity.

. At Colorado State University, a student group trying to protest a state referendum did so with an
image of a lynching. After the use of lynching imagery angered minority students and led the
president to send an e-mail to all students and faculty members, the group apologized.

. At Syracuse University, a student-produced television show — since killed — offended many with
jokes about rape and cruel comments about the bodies of members of various minority groups.
The students behind the show said that they were just trying to be funny.

. At Vanderbilt University, fraternity members left the head of a pig outside a Jewish student
center. The fraternity said that the act was not anti-Semitic and that the intended target was the
center’s vegetarian café.

And Monday is Halloween, a holiday that has in recent years sparked controversies at numerous
campuses after white students attend parties dressed as illegal immigrants, in blackface, or in various
other ways that offend.

However sincere the apologies are from those responsible for these and many other incidents, they
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