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Colliding cultures 
Law schools fight the military over gay rights 
By Alex Kingsbury 

As hard as it might seem to persuade law students to forgo fat-paying private-sector jobs to become 

military lawyers, it has to get harder still when students and professors start picketing you, right? But 
Maj. Joseph Dene, who heads law school recruiting efforts for the Air Force's Judge Advocate General, 
or JAG, Corps, says he isn't fazed. Those protesting the military's "Don't ask, don't tell" policy aimed at 
gay enlistees are generally respectful, he says, and his interview slots are always booked solid: 
"Sometimes there is so much interest that we have to bring along a second officer to meet with all the 
students."
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But all that could change, Dene fears, if a 
Supreme Court case being argued this 
week results in military recruiters being 
banished outright from some college 
campuses. At issue is the constitutionality 
of the Solomon Amendment, a decade-old 
law that allows Congress to withhold 
federal funds from colleges that bar 
military recruiters. In the 1960s, barring 
ROTC units and military recruiters served 
as a means for colleges to protest the 
Vietnam War. Now, some law schools want 
to limit access to recruiters because of the 
military's ban on openly gay personnel. 
Giving recruiters access to students 
violates campus rules against supporting 
discriminatory employers, the colleges 
argue. And, some believe, successfully 
defending their recruiting restrictions in 
court could ultimately force the military to 
change its policies. "This is just one step 
down the road toward getting rid of 'Don't 
ask, don't tell,' " says Chai Feldblum, a 
professor at the Georgetown University 
Law Center who helped organize the 
lawsuit.

The roots of the case go back to 1994, 
when several schools expelled, or 
threatened to expel, military recruiters 
because of the armed services' newly 
codified policy on homosexuals. Congress 
quickly passed the Solomon Amendment to 
combat what many lawmakers saw as 
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