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The Fall of Summers: Lawrence Summers Never
Won Over Harvard's Faculty, and That Cost Him
His Job

By ROBIN WILSON

Academe reverberated this week with the news that Lawrence
H. Summers had resigned as president of Harvard University.

People inside Harvard and out wondered what the episode said
about the question of whether an outspoken president can ever
lead the nation's most famous university. And they wondered
about the power afforded faculty members at Harvard. For in
the end, it was the professors' vociferous complaints that
brought down Mr. Summers.

Mr. Summers acknowledged that it was "a rift" with professors
that led him to call it quits. "This is a day of mixed emotions for
me," he said in a teleconference with reporters on Tuesday
afternoon, noting that he could no longer withstand the "rancor
that has emerged in parts of the faculty.”

In conversations with academics, two tales of Mr. Summers's
short tenure as president emerge. One is of a brash, imperious
leader who ran roughshod over the nation's most-lauded faculty
and got what he deserved.

"It is a shame that somebody with his many gifts was unable to
pull it off," says Robert H. Atwell, president emeritus of the
American Council on Education. "But | don't just blame a
recalcitrant faculty. In a place like Harvard, you can't just
announce your vision -- you've got to sell it. He did this to
himself."

The other is a tale of how a small group of professors, feeling
threatened by the president's hard questions, conspired to force
him out.

"This is a victory for stagnation, complacency, and political
correctness," asserts Harvey C. Mansfield, a professor of
government at Harvard.

No More Hip-Hop

Undergraduates seem to adore Mr. Summers. They loved it
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“Our nation
15 in a college
readiness
crisis.”
—American College
Testing Program
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