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From the issue dated March 10, 2006

Renegades Shake Up Trustee Elections

At Dartmouth and Hamilton Colleges, petitions by 
insurgent candidates signal a new front in the culture 
wars

By PAUL FAIN

Hanover, N.H.

Private-college officials are accustomed to dealing with alumni 
who are fervent about protecting the reputations or traditions 
of their alma maters. But they are not used to dealing with the 
sort of alumni uprisings that took place at Dartmouth and 
Hamilton Colleges last year. 

At both institutions, former students waged feisty campaigns 
for the designated alumni seats on the colleges' governing 
boards, which are normally allotted to alumni-association 
leaders or other vetted nominees. The outsider candidates 
drew the support of conservative bloggers and pundits around 
the nation, who praised them as insurgents against higher 
education's status quo.

The culture wars are hardly new to college campuses. But the 
events at Dartmouth last May and at Hamilton in July revealed 
the opening of a new front and showed how gadfly alumni, 
with the help of the Internet and national advocacy groups, 
can transform private-college trustee elections from staid, 
uneventful affairs into high-profile slugfests.

During both elections, supporters and opponents of the 
insurgent candidates set up Web sites, some of which decried 
alleged election-policy violations. College and alumni officials 
struggled to enforce and defend the rules of the elections.

The renegade candidates leaned conservative or libertarian 
and shared the belief that college administrators are 
restricting free speech. They were supported by the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education and the 
American Council of Trustees and Alumni, national 
organizations active in battles over free speech and 
intellectual diversity.

Now that the dust has settled, it appears that the elections 
were neither flukes nor isolated events.
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