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Today's News

Monday, April 10, 2006

Federal Panel Hears Ideas on the Transition to
College and Gauging Results

By KELLY FIELD

Meeting for a second day here on Friday, the secretary of
education's Commission on the Future of Higher Education
heard from a dozen speakers about ways to increase
accountability in higher-education and ease the transition
between high school and college.

Jay Pfeiffer, of the Florida Department of Education, told the
panel members how his state had developed a "Cadillac of data
systems," a database that tracks students from kindergarten
through college graduation. Mr. Pfeiffer, who is the state
agency's assistant deputy commissioner of accountability,
research and measurement, urged the advisory panel to
coordinate any federal effort to develop a national tracking
database with the states, to avoid duplication or inconsistency.

James B. Hunt Jr., a commission member and a former
governor of North Carolina, suggested that the federal
government provide money to the states to help them develop
databases like the one in Florida.

Preparing Students for College

Gaston Caperton, president of the College Board, which
administers the Advanced Placement examinations, noted that
many high schools do not offer AP mathematics and science

W courses. He urged the commissioners to support President

Bush's proposal to train an additional 70,000 teachers in AP and
the International Baccalaureate program's courses in math,
science and foreign languages over the next five years. He also
asked the commission to call on colleges to train more AP
teachers and to push high schools to offer at least four AP
courses.

Richard Kazis, senior vice president of Jobs for the Future, a
nonprofit advocacy group based in Boston, described his
organization's efforts to blend high-school and college work,
and to help low-income and minority students succeed at
community colleges. One of the group's programs, the Early
College High School Initiative, allows students to earn up to two
years of college credit while still in high school.

http://www.goacta.org/press/articles/CHE/CHE04-10-06.htm (1 of 5) [11/8/2007 10:11:59 AM]

“Naot since the
Soviet Union's
launch of the
Sputnik satellite

s the need fo
improve sclence
and mathematics
education been
as clear and

urgent.”
—Educational Testing
Service

="

SCHOOL&
COLLEGE

THE QUALITY
OF AMERICAM
ELAICATIOMN
TADAY

“Higher
education has

important
work to do.”

—American College
Testing Program

3
Ly

20 %] Bt
SCHOOL&L
COLLEGE

THE QUALITY
OF AMERICAM
EDUCATION
TODAY



http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/news.che/;sz=120x90;ptile=1;num=42347?
http://chronicle.com/search
http://chronicle.com/archive
http://chronicle.com/archive
http://chronicle.com/
http://chronicle.com/
javascript:showNews();
http://chronicle.com/news/
http://chronicle.com/chronicle/
http://chronicle.com/chronicle/
http://chronicle.com/special/
javascript:showSup();
http://chronicle.com/faculty/
http://chronicle.com/research/
http://chronicle.com/research/
http://chronicle.com/government/
http://chronicle.com/government/
http://chronicle.com/money/
http://chronicle.com/money/
http://chronicle.com/infotech/
http://chronicle.com/infotech/
http://chronicle.com/students/
http://chronicle.com/athletics/
http://chronicle.com/international/
http://chronicle.com/cc/
http://chronicle.com/briefs/
http://chronicle.com/gazette/
http://chronicle.com/help/corrections.htm
http://chronicle.com/review/
javascript:showRev();
http://chronicle.com/jobs/
javascript:showJobs();
http://chronicle.com/presidentsforum/
http://chronicle.com/solutions/
http://chronicle.com/solutions/
http://chronicle.com/solutions/
http://chronicle.com/campusviewpoints/
http://chronicle.com/help/
javascript:showServ();
http://chronicle.com/help/
http://chronicle.com/contact/
http://chronicle.com/subscribe/?serv
http://chronicle.com/services/
http://chronicle.com/services/
http://chronicle.com/advertising/
http://chronicle.com/advertising/
http://chronicle.com/help/copyright.htm
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/news.che/;sz=120x90;ptile=1;num=42347?
http://chronicle.com/
mailto:kelly.field@chronicle.com
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/news.che/;sz=120x930;num=76543?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/news.che/;sz=120x930;num=76543?



