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Alumni battle in national 
spotlight 
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The College's internal disputes over the alumni 
governance task force's proposed constitution 
exploded onto the national stage last week, 
when both The New York Times and the 
Boston Globe published articles on the rancor 
surrounding the issue. Meanwhile, College 
Trustee Peter Robinson '79 spoke out against the constitution on the nationally-
syndicated conservative talk radio show hosted by Laura Ingraham '85. 

At issue is the constitution's provision that forces petition trustee candidates to 
declare their candidacy before the Alumni Association announces its slate of 
candidates. 

Under the current rules, the Alumni Association nominates two alumni for each open 
seat on the Board of Trustees, and petition candidates have 60 days thereafter to 
collect 500 alumni signatures in order to appear on the ballot. The new constitution 
would reduce the number of necessary signatures by half, but would require petitions 
to be filed before the Alumni Association names its candidates. 

Alumni opposing the new constitution have charged that the change effectively 
insulates the Board of Trustees from successful petition challenges by preventing 
petition candidates from running because of frustration with the official candidates. 

According to Robinson, the fracas over the constitution is not a matter of left versus 
right, but a matter of ensuring the greatest alumni participation in the College's 
administration. 

"The current constitution -- as it stands -- provides the College with a wonderful 
opportunity. Having petition trustees provides an opening to involve alumni directly 
in the life of the College," Robinson said. "The College should want to benefit from 
alumni's love of the College and from their intellects, not just their wallets." 

Another source of dispute is the Alumni Association's recent decision to postpone fall 
elections for its executive committee. The official reason the Association gave for the 
move was to allow alumni to adjust to the election requirements of the new 
constitution, if it passes, though some alumni have called the postponement a naked 
power grab by current Alumni Association executives. 

Results from the vote on the constitution will be available Oct. 31, the day the month-
and-a-half-long voting period ends. 

Robinson, quoted in a New York Times article on the constitution dispute, compared 
the Association's handling of the two issues to Soviet political tactics in Eastern 
Europe. On the Laura Ingraham Show last Thursday, he alleged that "[The Alumni 
Association] gets results they don't like, so they try to change the game." He further 
claimed that trustee elections under the new constitution would institutionalize the 
process of "insiders selecting insiders." And in an interview with The Dartmouth, 
Robinson framed the issue in terms of "status quo versus change, control by insiders 
versus openness for the wide alumni body." 

Supporters of the constitution have also turned to the national media to air their 
views. JB Daukas '84, a member of the AGTF, was quoted in the Boston Globe as 
saying that the measures in the new constitution make "radical changes to open up 
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