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S. CON. RES. 129

Expressing the sense of Congress regarding the importance and value of
education in United States history,

f Peexsed nnanimonsly by the Senate on fune 30, 2000,
Passed pnanimously by the House of Represemtatives o Jufy 10, 2000,

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUWE 303 20000

Mr. LiessrMan (for himself, Mt Gorrox, Mr. 5MiTH of Oregon,
M. CieLane, Mr Byrn, Mr. Covran, Mre. Beusert, and Mr Graoas)
subwriitted the following concurtent resolution: which was considered
and agreesd to

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress regarding the importance and value of education
in United States historoy.

Whereas basic knowledge of United States history is essential to full and informed
participation in civic life and to the lurger vibraney of the American

experiment in self-government;

Whereas basic knowledge of the past serves as 4 civic glue, binding together a
diverse people into a single MNation with a common purpose;
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Whereas citizens who lack knowledge of United States history will also lack an
understanding and appreciation of the democratic principles that define and
sustain the Nation as a free people, such as liberty, justice, tolerance,

government by the consent of the governed, and equality under the law;

Whereas a recent Roper survey done for the American Council of Trustees and
Alumni reveals that the next generation of American leaders and citizens is in
danger of losing Amerca’s civic memory,

Whereas the Roper survey found that 81 percent of seniors at elite colleges and
univetsities could not answer basic high school level queslions concerning
United States history, that scarcely more than half knew general information
about American democracy and the Constitution, and that only 22 percent

could identify the source of the most famous line of the Gettysburg Address;

Whereas many of the Natian's colleges and universities no longer require United
States history as a prerequisite to geaduation, including 100 percent of the top
mstitutiaons of higher education;

Whereas 78 percent of the Nation's top colleges and universities no lohger require
the study of any form of history;

Whereas America’s colleges and universities are leading bellwethers of national
priorities and values, setting standards for the whole of the United Stales’
education system and sending signals to students, teschers, parents, and public

schools about what every educated cilizen in a democracy must know;

Wherzas many of America’s most distingiished historians and intellectuals have
expressed alarm about the growing historical illiteracy of college and
university graduates and the consequences for the Nabon, and

Whereas the distinguished historians and intellectuals fear that withoul a commen
civic memary and a common understanding of the remarkable individuals,
events, and ideals that have shaped the Nation, people in the United States risk
losing much of what it means to be an Amencan, as well as the ability to
fulfill the fundamental responsibilities of citizens in a democracy: Mow,
therefore, be it
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Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That itis
the sense of Congress that—

(1) the historical illiteracy of America’s college and university graduates
is a serious problem that should be addressed by the Nation's higher education
community;

(2} boards of trustees and adminisirators at insamtions of higher
education in the United States should review Lheir curricuia and add
requirements in United States history;

(3) State officials responsible for higher education should review public
college and university cumicula in their States and promote requirements in
LInited States history;

(4} parents should encourage their children 1o select institutions of
higher education with substantial history requirements and students should
take courses in United States history whether required or not; and

{5) history teachers and educaters at all levels should redouble their
efforis o bolster the knowledge of United Staies history among students of all
ages and Lo restore the vitality of Ametica’s civic memory.
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arhanied that sa nanky woang pecale s o
acrant bt U8 Tatury

Madhiam Speaker. T oreserve che bals
ance of Ty cieme.

e GLDECT RN RR af Oalifthirnis
seliglim Speaker. 1 oyicld mpvself snch
tame o I May Conslme

LS EYIFCE TS F.-Ful:lk.:::l'_ [ e ion support nl
Henatn Loncarrent Resabion 129, and
I'want te thank che gentleman from
Wisconsin [hr. PETRI for bringing ths
10 The fiocr.

We frequencly hear concerns regard-
ing the adequacy of education our clnl-
dren are ceceiving in the areas of match
aczence, aocl dectmologe. Jochesd our
COrnI Lo, ['_'u}n.grcs.s_ and the conmamg.
nity a5 a whele curcencly focuses a
grear deal of arcenton o anproving
prograrms aimed st dncreasing 1he bir -
arivcy of sldenks i these suljects W
shpuld, of course. concinuge to pursue
excellence in the aceas af mach, scisnce
and l:E-.’.‘h::ul-::-p_-_-,'_ il wr ioateerul Tor bhe
Liniredd States to remean o world leacler
irn the incTeasingly compecitive global
CCOTOMY.

lepwnevnT, 1% I0 nen just a4y importanc
thar our ciciens ubderscand and appre-
ciage the hiscory of thae gesac Nacion,
the democraric principles tha defme
el sustaain this MNotign, sagh as Tals
erky. juskice. colerance and cgualitw
urder the law? Far i the wards of che
thiced Presidenr nf rhe Lndced Sraces,
Tlagpretns JefFerson. @ Narinn [N 4
t2 b ignorant and free. it expects what
nescer was and oever will ket

Hpwrvre, s my collengue,. the gen.
themaen from Wiscensin [(Mr PETRI).
has already scaced. according to 4 re-
cene scudy conumissioned by cle Aroer-
icar: Courscib of Tiottess and Adununs,
Koewwledge of Aenerican Ristare moro
do’y studerts s serely lucking

.-".c-::an:lin;:-, 1x 1b3is .‘-lud)—'. which sur-
vepesd sbydents from the top colleges
ond wniversities of chis Natwon, less
than 20 pereent of today's stodents
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cold puass I1i_|3'h sizbancal Liewesd Sveroer
iran history coame Barely half possess
ihe basic knowledge about Amcrican
derocracy and the Consoiturion.

We are noc catking here abowc vory
daffpculs zubpecks. but we are 1alkng
abaur the great histary of This counery,
the greant hisiumy af the ducurrmots senl
Thererirs of giveornrmsan Ehal  gveri
this “okinn, We are tu'lk.irl.g ahont the
roles af  Thoemas  Jeffersen. Tamnes
Madeson, Seccrge \Waskhongron, ahaur
the Constitution acd the Declaracicn
of Indepuenderice Theoe are basic fuals-
narlal et s of Thes Nation, They ace
aelmry Bxivie ared Toregipenieart al Leogts ¢ had
=oomany ocher nations aspire oo and
per we fund out chat knowledge of these
documents and of chis Matwers haseagy
is sorely lacking.
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The purpase af thas cesolation is ke
cill actenzwen o chae problemn and ko
iy and get pecple o uoderscand the
need Lo opuasson the woowlodpe ol hos
ey e bbis reunkry aorl the hascory of
thais Wariwonm oo bebter scrve che Nacion
A% WE EOVer LT

vownnld ke to thank che imvolyve-
menc of Joln Patrick Daggios, ooe of
my formmar panfesace s, a8 That Tane o
S Brarnisrn State whn js aroov ar che
State Limweersity in Bew York, and T
wane o chank agan iy colleague che
gentleman from Wisconiin (e, PEIRYG
Al Senarar LIFBERMAN anl Sueabor
o sk For :||1I,rr.|r|ui.'.i:|1g thi= 'I|~gi.5[;|.t'i|:|1'|
i the Senote. and 1 would hope that
a1l of my colleagues wauld suppere iz,

adam Speaker. I reserse the bkal-
ance of nw Ciie.

Wt PETRI Madam Speaker 1 have
na Murcher requests Tor ticme

YAr EKEEM Madam Speskar. | wauld liks 1o
kzke this oppadurity 1o traak e Housa lar
th e il considericn G Femann Gorgur
rer] Aesolion 129, Exgrassing tha sensa ol
Congrass regarding bre imporance and velua
o' educalion i nited Slabes history. 10 lhe
Hiauge of Aeg-esenialives | had the hgngr of
cospansenng. alang with feir othar momoers
ol Congrese, Congressmar PEZ®er's hHoucse
Concarrent Resshon 366, our companicn
e salitinn,

In rary wiys thiy mgoluren could D gng
al ke most importat legislanee elods this
Congress makes this year. Whal we ame ask-
ng s lor Arrencas colleges Brd urversdies
le tEw.Bwe LNer cormedla e add requirenaris
in Ulmileg Sianes Rislory, BMany ol g owing
sroched L3 find cus tral 104 parcent &t kg na-
Lans dep nsulations of higher leaming no
langar rague United Slatas hestory as & are-
roeuigile 1 geaduae. Aknns as shocsing is
the 74 perzant of schools (hat havg gliminaged
any hislary requireman’s.

Aeleted "o this news was tha lacl hat 1he
Roper orgarezabon sondachad 3 stady o slu-
ganis irem Fresa nstitdons aod lound a
shigekirg el ¢ lestaey FIREAEy. 10 1R MRy
could nob answar histary Quashérs hat e
lourd op Mh grage tests. Fhiz iz neot good
nows loF our ratian. Oar next gereralions de-
ez Mot §adareiz fror as amd thal whal
I resealalzn gl 4ar,

Qur cil zans, o ‘wily afticgats in S, guw-
arnment ard in our Sivbzanon naad o LnGer

H5669

clard wharg s nation hivs bien. They need
b kg Ehn Sacnlices aur panents o grand-
pargsls made far our demecracy. They need
Iz b ablo 1o fully celabrate the historical suac-
o5se5 we have had and they alsa need the
krowsedne o Deware of e islakes wa have
mAade A8 & nalicd. Maryg will say Ll higlory
W sl ke emach B loarn as uxdn
sl pwn mong 13 l8am as a nation
Hustary aduclion can each w5 mush 1wl
provide ws wilh the lormalos we noad b
pass on 11 fha [sore gemerabens, 1wl gro-
vIge the road map lar @ greal lowre. 1 am ex:
Iramaly praud w0 ke o cespengr of this mpos
lar| regaoldion

Mir. KIMOG. Madem Speaker. e greal £oae-
17 has an inceedibly rich hisiry, Fromm line
great Malve Armirican givbzakans m IRe fun
nznt e gl gluba) cngagoment. American his.
Igry desenbgs an noreg-oie, somatmas ury-
gnt je.rey toward Ihe graalasi demecracy in
iha wvadd. If fne etaheces oled i fhis bl are
aacurata, it g & shaume Sooomany of aor collage
Grtduatis kngwe s liblla abas) thiel hisiory

I am praud b et or the subcommibdas on
Highar education, pamicularly 5 08 A anver-
sitieg are Kealed inomee dislecl, 13 imparar
that wg proqmeta LS. hstory in our cdleges
and universitias 10 ens.re that our [siura gen-
cahons know we dewrlaped as a soclaby Bnd
& culwee. For geainple, |he CGonglitalicn em-
Eedins our most chonssed kmiels of demos-
racy. fbarty. juslica. and equaniy. The fact Ihat
scarcesy hal! ol tne college sludenis recenlly
lasled knew even general slormabon about
the peradiies and inglijutioe s Shal make o the
backhone 0! our country is sagly unsccopls
abxe, e cannot afferd 10 have caor collagas
graduats hislcrically liferale qhzens.

| adrmit | RBaveE & persong: gsson lor his-
wry, arcd Tor me | banedit [rem working in
Washington and cite's close proxmity 1o 50
many historical fraasuras. e partculas | ooy
ampoy wisiting the 2ites of the Caal War o pey
hemage 4o ke men and woren. Soeh oppos-
fumbtied Bael flkwedd me tooaclaly Repen-
enie parls of our histong, and 1the exclamenl
and imlarest ol thesa places ara only are
harced by readny aoout dhern and studying
*horm beforghand .

| am alze a =luderi af Europaan hislcey. 0
garicular. 1the mstery of 201 CerMury Europe.
In Ahis irlarmakon age and rew Aoanomy |
wnighd ik S pinl oot e college sledenls thal
world rustony also remaes imporar! o hair
education. Learnng tne hislory af olrer el
fures wsll greatly predn Ihern for fhaic fuboee
i Lhis raguty ch;:ngin; weorld

Improvament of educalice rera.ns onc of
rmy top priarities :n Corgress. Tharatore. | sap-
port s B! 0 ordar b ancourage our coilege
studarnis 19 leam fhe hi:sl,;;-r,l ol 1heir naticn;, &
hizlary that laid 1ha foundation “or sheir gurrgnt
and futre oppartuniiies.

My, JOMES ¢ Ohic, M- Spoiker, | orze
tzday in suppert of 5. Can Aes 129, which
racognizes the imparfence ol aducakon in
WS, Hiskory. Ladl waak we cefebralad tho
2241h Eidhdaly af Ik Liniteg Stades. Witen s
higtors connd, Ry aesnludion i particolady
‘iting because hrgughout American heitory,
et.cation has enabed Amaeacans o embrace
coparn 1y,

For Adrican-Americars. fg+acy was key o
anding tha bordage of slavery. For Americans
ol evary bacgroury?, educabos tds been ha
kérg 10 @5Cdping pemerty  Sor this reeson, we
in *Zongress Eear significant recpansihilivy lar

We the People: A Resource Guide to Promating Historical Literacy

22



H5670
INCTeasng Suppoe ba educaliconal pragrams,
such as Headl S, Tille | Fall Grante anc
at*er ad 0 golltga stucde s, paticulady sl
Aenes whn aar e Lot in WPere familas e Aaf-
larg celeygo, We know Bhal disadvaolagad
5ludents are mora Lxaly b drep ool of higs
schoal and collage wathout comoleling a de-
gree. WEF rmast jobs that pey a ving wage
mawe equite knnwleige af fecheelogy and
I|;|i|'.i|1;j| Lwryrird h.;h schanl 112G fur rdsplnts-
biliy a5 o wealhy naton So provide siodarss
wiih the sopoof reedad 1e gradudio, (o' tha
BCCFAOMIC marrstream and contnbule boous
nabonal SUacess s1cay.

Matpguar, i1 Qur currem cgnsideratian al
vardaro relon wa havn soan Shal [Drgeid
aducahen énd Ira ning can prowvide & leg up for
warking poor lamilies 1e rase eamings anc
EsCapa Eovary In the Elevenih Congrassianal
Crstr:zy of Qmo, Cuyahogh Garmmrosaty College
s (e an gxcellang jeb of redching ool
adulls i trigns hon,  ancd in ;-re-puring high
ychool siedenls for carsarss in tachnology.
Around 1ha ecuniry, commuonity cmlages an-
able disadvanliaged pageds 1o reahze hair own
potacdial ard progarg |goseen rlo Le goc-
MOn AL NEIraam.

Tne ast saven years of prosparty we hava
anjoyed have nod Bepetied everysrs noour
cewigty  Educalics and frairirg ara tne wops
flinl vl fling wide tha pesals of oppariunily.
Amerca was fourdad on the princizes of
“Lite, Liberty, and the Pursud of Haconess”
| salute Qud Arrancarn histeny, ard tra kay rola
of educanion b ensam gpeerurdy ler al,

Mro BALIL Madam Spaasar, | nse oo
drags Mg shorcom-gs af 5 Con Aes 1245,
' am casainly rnozgreament wih tha senti-
menls biehind Ihis resolution 1ho Brematcsn of
Froaledge  aboul, and  coclurglanding  of,
Angrcan hisiory are ameng the mos ‘mpor.
lard @sliwlias ihosa whe wizsh 0 prasena
Amerzar libety can undadaka. In dacd, |
wowd venbure o 2dy hal win my ok ek
warnug aducafional grgamrations, | havo dona
A rnggie, iF ngd rgre, than any othar menbar
af Corgrass to promeda ha sludy of Amencan
history.

Lsfortorataly  whale | siamgly supporm -
Ferlg 10 incrogse e Amengan public's kgl
adga of hislery, | zannot sLoport a reso Hon
cla-ming 0 8ATGUrAge AMEncans to emirace
tre r considubvnal heritane, whele 12 @Ry lan-
quiate showieos & Tundamenial eeesunde
slanding of the beliefs of Ama=ca's fo.nders
and 1he grabess of the Umiled States Canstdu-
tion. Popular acceptance o :his mgunda~
slandng ¢! ihe faundess' thaught 1s moch
raare AERQereus B Amarican libarty han an
inaikilyy le name tha exact dala ol the Bata
a1 Bunker H:,

In pariculdar, Bh0 sl alice refars o frae-
wan Cdprtesrany’ and the “domecralic” proe
ziples. upen which this. counine was lounded
Howeear, this couniry was lounded eed as a
demacrey bul &g @ coastilulional resghos.
Maglarn Speakar, tha distinchban batwaon a de-
mooracy and a repubhz is mora than just A
mattar ol semant:ss. Tha fundarmental prin-
Cple i d demecracy i mapenly rule, Demoe-
raies, wtaks republics, dooadl mecognice o -
damardal rights f Sitizens. (outsdw It rghl 1o
walad mor da they bmil tha power of ha gav-
ammenl. Ind2ad, Sdueh wmeabons are oflan
e as inbncsicas o the wil ot he maoje s
ry " Thut in @ democcracy. be rajoritg, or
sheir edacted reprasentalives, tan hmit an ind:-
vidual's gkl b3 free spaech, delend anessl,
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18 SEMIRCIR, A NWRN FAISS S0 Chradnn,
Llarnod -acing rezcgriza ery Gig lundamenial
ighl: A aghe B pacticipdla i tha chnogeg ol
Irzpz suwes @b o perg Aolerzinecd fiv:

In Sentrast, o a republic. the ree of govam-
ranl iz sidclly limied 1o a few well-definas
funclers and the luncamental ights o ndivid -
ials Ay rafpecied. A censtilution heminng he
atalhery of canla, cowirnment o 4 Bill of
R.qitty sapragsly fobidding M Fedaran zovam-
man} frem azadzing tha fundame-ial nghts of
& people ara feajures of & republican lom of
gowarnment. Evan 3 curscry reading g dhe
Faca<aist (apers ard alrer o of e
lgmna e hoaws thiy undarsloo:d har -;;-!:-Iuirling
tha consart 3l 31 parcont 3l the: peaole does
nat .ooany w3y lagimize govamment actone
abridgqing indivodaal hberty.

Madarn Sorakar tha 2anluzion e whalh-
o Armorca, iz g damidteazy, whore clizens
rghls may ke wzidlad o the consent o 51 par-
can: of ihe pacpla may be cblaned, or 2 e-
pootn witec@ Tha ‘ederal govarimeant & farhid-
den ke take Ary oacliers wiplaking a geople s
fundarnenta: rights. 15 Bekind nany 21 che
flawed cEzilas 0 this Corgress. A& conshiu-
fionally wierate Gongrass thal undasslands the
proper unchon o a leqElalure inoa seask
ficnal  republic would  Aces: gwon dakbate
whiatluer gr ngl o abridga the right ol sall-da-
lense, rstruct parents pow fo raise and edu-
cate therr children, send roops wa cremand in
distanl famign quartals hat da antk invelwn the
siocurile ki CALMR, GTdnn -derr:,l antire
shissos o gdizans 1o fundamental right £
ila

Sercndly, oF s nnb tRa proges ol of the
Limited 512265 Congrdss 1 dictite oducational
fonets Io stalos and kel goveroments. ARer
ail. ihe Lirdad Stales Consfituboa doas not
g wa tha {adaral goves man: ary power (o die-
1ate, ar aven suggest, curricckm. Inalead e
powar 10 doterming what is laeghl in sckocls
s reinregd 10 Fates. lucal peeamundias. and.
atgva all. parentls.

In conglgsian, Ly mistakeg s Sountngs
fourrling az Bairg Dasad ¢n mass democracy
rajher than on republican pnnciples. and by -
naneg e ccnshituborally hmited rola o the
ledaral gowarnimenl, thiz resclulion gramelos
rr|i5|.|'td-ursl,',;|.|1;jing akaut 1he Sype of nouer-
mant nagessary fo protect Hoery. Suck con-
stiutonal Tieracy may ba mare dangencus
‘han hislasical ignorance, since [ha Behel hat
Aenasica was Icundsd E ba A odarnoeady Ins
qlirmtas the wen that Songrss may vioiate
pEIpi's Wwndamenlal ngris at will | therafzne,
encoiltage my colleaguas b embracs Amer-
I35 true haritage: B condukhional rapuklc
wath steak dinubAtinng o thie pawss of i cgne
114} gnsarnmienl

Ms. AUAUGHTER. Madem S2eaker, n
180BEH, Matinnal Foddwrresd 16 Fe Hudanitaes;
sl @ rapert eondlud rg [hal mosg than A0
parcenl ol colleges and unears:lios pemitlad
sludanis F> graduase wWwithout takng a coorse
In Arr&rcan fstory. Now hirteen years laer,
slanciucs hasd Lillarn o0 g wily 28 prn
cenl al Amatica's slibe colege and = vers lies
nod requinng heir siugesd 10 taka amy histony
course ab &;. The resafis of this lackadaizeal
dppieash [HEFTNY ared unds-skandding  Hur
Gl anley's history is devasiialing

In a sursay conducted By the  Ameican

il gl T-uxl po - anly 23 par-
aant ol the students survayed comacily wdanti-
fiad Jares Madizon as the "Fainer of the
Cenalilubon  while 54 parcent meesacily idom-

July 10, 2000

ied Thoermdsa Jeferssn. Linlg-Tunately, e
Wnal efeas af e sengy Ao oqually anrbar-
rassing, wilh 85 piccent of the $uflonrs fe-
aing o X3 omergeal ar an CFY grada, TR s
unacaaptable.

Tae poar padomance ol fhese sludenis
1nam Amencas Bpoaniceestied and calleges
shou'dd Serve 35 a witka.gp cai o Mambioes af
Gergreds hak Ly acedern. quality ©F ous Nig-
Icr @dazation orograms is deteroratng (0 1ha
point o no redum.

But rather Man make s [omprase these
rarrendaus S1bskes wish aciual aducadion re-
Temig, i rmgjoriby vated Fooosiagh Medchdc-
irainirg aad stedent lca~ programs ard ra-
canly rejactes my amardmant o modarately
ncredse jundag far she Modional Erdowrnenl
far Ihe Hoadias, anooal kg only EQEANCITE
that sirivgs 12 preseng our calion's kskry
thrzugh gdecation

| am a proud ca-zpanzoer of & Con. Ras.
123 and | wholakes: il foaee a Coangress
rats by eridicaln the profaond histariea’ ilhe-
araeyy shat cerrenty  plagues o nabcon's
young pacgle, but we cen do befer than "o
pas= a “leal-good, da-nalking” rdaizlon.

W CEOHCE MILLER of {alifornic.
Madiam Spcaker. T yield back the bal-
ance of N Tlene.

Mr. FETHRL Malsm Speaker, | owvield
ok the Balance of nwy nume.

The SPEARER gra cermpore hirs.
Bl5ZERT]. The gquestion 15 o che mao-
nan offersed By rhe pentlheman Erom
Weincunsin 5. E*rTRZ) tEad 1hur Henagar
siinqezerck the Cules and copcar n che
Monare Concurrent reschution. SooCon.
Res. 120,

Tt fuestiorn swips toakon: werl {lwa
thirrs Baeesng voted In faver thereoll
the rihes were suspended and the Sen-
acc  ComMCRIrPent  resalotion was  oon-
cureed Ino.

A oanatiao o cerpnsider owas Ll oo
thue rnhl.ij

DESCIWLTES HESOURCES COMSEMR

VANMCY REAUTHORIZATION ALT
QF 1993
Mr WALDEN of dregon Wadom

Speaker. 1 move to suspend che rules
and pass the biil {H.4. 17ETY wa eaud-
Thirize the prrticiparcinn of the Buzedu
roF Rerbamanan i che Deschutes 13p-
wourccs  Comservoncy. and for olher
PILLpCaRE,
The Clerk read ds boliows.
HE. 1787

Heip o by oRe Fersete ool e 2 e
sesearanes of rhe Lodred $neres of America 'n
LEagrass Assamhing.

SECTION L SHORT TITLE

Thes Acr raay be faTiee ag che C(Ieichuaes
Rezaarces Donanmvaday Keerhnrararlon Act
EIN UL
SEC. I EXTENSION OF FARTICIPATION U BES

REAL aF HECIAMATION Ir
TESCHUTES HESODUHCES UONSEHR-
TANLY.

Serrian ML Af the Gpepon Resouroe on
wrraarsnn Anr ol 1998 (Alvisgn B af Pultlls
Lo YAACA 10 Scar 3BI0-534% i uncded —

Y an sufeCley 130030 My sk fong Lwfore
chws perand of Che eopd Chie lellowing 7 and ug
oo Colal wimourd ol 32.0000HH dusdsi =uch o
Fiscisk years 2002 through 2006 °; and

121 w0 subsecoion [hd by wtnserling befoze
te Acriod at the and oo follswing  and
£2 ¥ o0 Jer ench of 1520 LR 2R 15302 chraugh
2
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